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cover photo: Returning from one of their outreaches, young “Challenge into Missions” par�cipants reflect on their experience in some of Moldova’s li�le-reached villages.

“We have been thinking of starting a small chicken farm, because we have the space 
and conditions to keep them, and we think that such a business would help us survive 
a little better - but this requires initial investments which we cannot afford.” At the 
beginning of 2022, these were the words of Vladislav, who pastors a small village 
church and is also planting another church in a nearby village. His ministry requires a 
lot of involvement, time and strength, but as a pastor, he receives no salary; and his 
wife’s income is not enough to provide for them and their five children.

Vladislav is among the church planters we partner with to see the gospel taken to the 
regions and villages in Moldova that have no evangelical witness yet. He was excited 
when he really could start his own chicken farm in spring 2022, as at that time we 
were able to offer small business projects to almost 30 church planters, to help them 
provide for their families - and to do this locally, at the place where they live and 
serve. At the end of the year, we could see how this had been a blessing to these 
workers: Chicken, goats or bees had provided products they could use themselves 
and also sell; greenhouses had allowed them to put fresh fruit and vegetables on the 
table throughout the year and to prepare stores of pickled food for the winter.

Over 60% of the Moldovan population lives in rural communities, where many 
families survive mainly on food they grow themselves, combined with money they 
receive from family members working abroad. For pastors and church planters, who 
want to avoid needing to go abroad, even seasonally, the situation is still more 
challenging: They invest a lot of their time and strength in ministry, but have no 
income from this, as Moldovan churches usually cannot afford to pay their pastor a 
salary. Still these workers choose to go to remote places, where survival is difficult.

Another pastor who profited from our support is Slavic. Already as a young man, 
when many of his peers only thought about how to leave Moldova, he decided he 
wanted to serve his country. For a few years he was part of the OM team, supporting 
different ministries and growing in vision and abilities. Later he and his wife moved to 
a different part of Moldova to pastor a small village church. Since then, they have 
started ministry in several other villages in the area. They have a visible passion for 
reaching people with the gospel, as well as mobilising young people in the church to 
become involved in God’s work. However, for them, too, it is a challenge to make a 
living. Slavic likes agricultural work and had already prepared some land for a 
greenhouse, but did not have the financial resources to buy the necessary material. 
The support we could provide was timely and much appreciated. “The greenhouse, 
which we have built with your help, has brought us much fruit this year,” he told us in 
late 2022. “We managed to even sell some of the harvest. As a family of missionaries, 
this has helped us to provide for our needs. We thank you so much; be blessed!”

Sacrificial service

mobilising & empowering Moldovans for ministry

Not knowing the need or where to even go 
often hinders people from getting involved in 
missions. We are thankful that after two 
years of researching and visiting villages 
across Moldova, we have been able to launch 
a tool for local churches and believers. 
Looking at this map, we can celebrate what 
God is doing, know the needs of where the 
least-reached communities are, and be 
inspired to go and expand God’s kingdom 
where He is not yet known in the unreached 
areas of Moldova and the world.
 

We thank God and pray for church planters 
who remain faithful to the call to shepherd 
local believers in the villages, as many others 
have left the country due to the economically 
difficult situation within the country. We are 
thankful for all those who partner with us in 
supporting local believers and churches that 
are able to continue in the ministry because 
of your partnership in prayer, financial 
support and joining us on the mission field.
 

We would love for many more to come join 
us and experience first-hand what God is 
doing here among the little reached, seeing 
how He pursues every lost sheep with a deep 
love and care for each one personally. God 
prepares the way ahead. He prepares the soil, 
the hearts of people whom He leads us to. A 
simple visit can shine Jesus’ love brighter 
than you can imagine, especially for the 
lonely, widows and socially vulnerable. Doing 
simple, ordinary things unto the Lord has a 
greater impact than we can possibly imagine.
 

We want to give of ourselves, our simple 
loaves and fish, and see God multiply it and 
transform people and communities. There is 
a place in missions for every person in every 
location. As OM International says, “If He 
wires us to design, we design. If He wires us 
to organise, we organise. If he wires us to 
build, we build.” May we all use our gifts and 
abilities for God’s glory and purposes, for His 
great mission among the nations! For pastors and church 

planters, who want to avoid 

needing to go abroad, even 

seasonally, the situation is still 

more challenging: They invest 

a lot of their time and strength 

in ministry, but have no 

income from this.

How can they pray, or why would they go, if they do not know the need?

Two main reasons that keep Moldovan believers from getting involved in 
missions is a lack of conviction that they can be useful and a lack of 
understanding of the need. Young people growing up in a church in an area 
with a high Christian representation may not be aware that there are other 
areas in their own country where no evangelical church is accessible, and 
where the average local person has probably never even met a believer. Even a 
church that is motivated to go and do ministry in another village might 
hesitate, because they don’t know where they are needed or if others already 
work there.
These are some of the reasons why we decided to put together a map of 
Moldova, showing where there are churches, church planting initiatives or 
locations without a community of believers in Moldova, but also giving an 
overview of the global mission situation and impulses for prayer and action.

At the end of October 2022, we celebrated 
the completion of this map at a special 
event, which we hosted for pastors and 
church workers from across Moldova. 
Together we celebrated the spread of the 
gospel so far, looked at the task still to be 
done and prayed for Moldova and the 
world, based on this map which we 
presented and gifted to them. 

Enjoying fellowship in an atmosphere of respect, unity and a shared vision and 
goal - even across denominations - we felt blessed by these good partnerships. 
It was encouraging to hear church representatives emphasise how valuable 
this tool will be for mobilising churches and focusing ministry efforts on the 
lesser-reached areas of the country. It was a joy to see many express their 
desire to make this map outdated as soon as possible, by working together to 
reduce the number of places without a church or church planting effort. 

To our surprise and joy, in the weeks following this event, we repeatedly had to 
re-print larger quantities of the map, as the demand by churches across the 
country greatly surpassed our expectations.

Praise God with us for these leaders and the passion we saw in them to reach their 
country. Pray that they will be able to carry this vision and passion into their churches 
and out towards those who have no followers of Jesus in their communities.

Please pray that this map, which is now available to all churches in the country, will be an 
effective tool to help Moldovan believers understand the mission needs in Moldova and 
the world and will motivate them to pray and be practically involved - in the lesser 
reached areas of the country, as well as towards those regions of the world where people 
have a much lower probability to ever hear the gospel than any person in Moldova.

“For a long time I’ve wanted to work 
with bees, but only thanks to you, 
I’ve had the possibility to buy them. It 
is a joy to have our own honey on the 
table and to sell some to earn some 
money. We plan to grow this activity 
to have more honey to sell. A huge 
thanks from all the family.”   (Ion)

Where shall we go?

Church planters in villages often struggle to provide for their families. 
In 2022 we could help some of them set up small agricultural projects 

to allow them to make a living right in the places where they serve.

Slavic and his family are thankful for their new greenhouse.
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A dying faith rekindled

“I saw God work in an amazing way, touching a heart that had been 
hardened because of disappointment in God!” This was Ema’s 
testimony after she had accompanied a Challenge into Missions group 
during one of their outreaches. Ema, a young Moldovan who had 
herself just joined the OM team, was excited about the way God had 
used them to reach a 17-year-old girl they met in one village.

This teenage girl had been born into a family of believers, but when she 
was still young, her father had left the way of faith. He had gone abroad 
for work, cheated his wife and eventually destroyed his life through 
alcohol abuse, which had led to serious health problems and finally his 
death - despite the prayers of the rest of his family. This experience 
had also shattered the faith of his daughter. However, the remainders 
of it were sparked to life again through the visit of the Challenge into 
Missions team that came to her village in November 2022.
Being a relative of the pastor the team was working with during that 
week, this teenager was a witness to much of the ministry the team did 
and to their example of faith. She also had repeated opportunities to 
talk to the participants, who challenged her to put her life at God’s 
disposal and take part in a programme like the Challenge into Missions 
or Impact trainings which OM offers to Moldovan believers. After one 
such conversation, this teenage girl declared: “I have decided to serve 
God. I will no longer be ashamed to stand by what I know to be the 
truth, or care about what my peers think. I know that we will all bow 
before God and will need to give an account to Him regarding how we 
have lived.” Ema was very encouraged to witness the change God 
worked in this girl throughout the week: At the beginning, God and His 
will had played no role in her decisions and plans, but by the end she 
acknowledged the authority of Jesus over her life and grew a desire to 
herself share the gospel with those living in need.

“Before setting out on this outreach, our team had prayed that God 
would do His work through us,” Ema said. “Then throughout our time 
in the village we prayed specifically for this girl – and I am sure her 
family had done the same, already for a long time. This experience 
once more confirmed to me the power of God and that He can change 
the hearts of those we pray for.”

In autumn 2022 a group of 13 young Moldovan believers took part in our „Challenge into Missions“ training.
For eight weeks, they studied together, deepening their understanding of the gospel and how they can share it, 

while also having the chance to put all this into practice during outreaches in different Moldovan villages, sharing 
Christ while leading programmes for children and youth, or visiting elderly with food packages and Bibles.

It was encouraging to hear them share their experiences from those outreaches, as well as to see them get excited 
about starting similar activities in the context of their own villages when returning to their homes.

“Challenge into Missions” par�cipants 
in ac�on during children’s programmes 

and home visits 5

Often the old people, whom teams visit with food parcels, are not only grateful 

for the aid they thus receive, but just as much for the simple gift of fellowship – 

someone visiting and listening to them. One lady the Challenge into Missions team 

visited during one of their outreaches this autumn was obviously very lonely. 

Though only knowing the nominal form of faith practised in an Orthodox culture 

like Moldova’s, she had prayed that somebody would visit her. Only very shortly 

later, the team came to her house. The lady was very happy to receive them and 

open to listen to whatever they wanted to share. “I already know that you have 

come from God,” she told them, “because you came in response to my prayer.”

The team was very encouraged to find that - though they were personally 

unknown to her - God had already provided them with authority and credibility 

in the eyes of this lady.

Whether sharing the gospel with someone who has never heard it or fanning into flame a faith that has been sha�ered 
or is only nominal - it is always amazing to experience God leading us to those whose hearts He has already prepared!

You could also have such experiences during an outreach in a Moldovan village, 
at the same �me encouraging local believers who try to reach places that have no church yet 

– and maybe also discovering new ways you can use your own gi�s for God at home.

Join us for “Love Moldova” this summer!

“I know that you have come from God!”

equipping young Moldovans

In autumn 2022 a group of 13 young Moldovan



Repairing a car for the glory of God

In the Bible the apostle Paul tells believers to do everything, 
even eat or drink, for the glory of God - so surely you can also 
repair cars, prepare accommodation, or do accountancy for 
God’s glory. This is what Andrei and Mariana have found 
while working with OM in their home country, Moldova. 
Both serve in behind-the-scenes roles, Andrei being head of 
administration and Mariana helping in accountancy.

Andrei first started collaborating with OM because there he 
could combine two of his big passions: the gospel and sports 
(a combination not always approved in churches at that 
time), but it was his participation in OM’s “Challenge into 
Missions” course that really sparked his passion for mission. 
“I was hugely impacted, especially by the prayer meetings,” 
he remembers. “Hearing about and praying for different 
situations in the world really touched my heart and made me 
understand the need of missions. At that time I told God: ‘I 
want to serve You as best as I can – with whatever You have put in 
me, with my abilities, even if they are not exceptional!’”

The value of ordinary things

Andrei knows the value and importance of ordinary things. 
When asked about his personal heroes of faith - people who 
impacted his spiritual formation - the first person Andrei 
mentions is his grandmother. She was a simple woman, who – 
growing up during war - had not gone to school and only 
learned to write and read after the age of 50. When she was 
turning blind, she regularly made her grandchildren read to 
her from a Children’s Bible. “I did so, because she would give 
us apples and sweets in exchange,” Andrei recalls, “but now I 
can see how she used this to build her own faith, as well as to 
invest in us. The pictures and stories from that Children’s 
Bible have remained with me to this day.” Her faithfulness, 
her obstinate insistence on always going to church, her life 
guided by her faith – all these left a deep mark on Andrei and 
were also observed by the community around her, gaining 
her the nickname of ‘Mother Teresa’ in their village.

Looking back on his grandmother’s example, Andrei can see 
what a powerful witness a simple life of faithfulness can be, 
and how much impact seemingly small things can have.

At OM Andrei enjoys the chances he gets to be involved in 
outreaches or church visits, however, most of his work is 
unspectacular and little seen. One day’s job may be getting a 
car repaired - but he knows that this car will take an outreach 
team to a village. Another day he may work to provide food 
and accommodation for such a team as they prepare to go 
out. At all times he makes sure OM’s other departments have 
the supplies and office conditions they need. 

“Often my contribution seems small and there are moments 
when I ask myself why I am doing all this,” Andrei admits, “but 
then I focus on the big picture. Seeing what is done through 
OM’s entire ministry is amazing, and I know I am part of this 
by offering the necessary conditions to others, so they can 
do their ministry. When an outreach team returns to the OM 
base and shares what they experienced, it gives me wings.”

A calling bigger than the challenges

Life also holds challenges for the young family. “If we were 
not working with OM, we would no longer be in Moldova,” 
Andrei confesses. In a country where most people survive on 
money earned abroad, it is no ordinary decision for a family 
with two children to remain in Moldova together, facing 
material need and lacking understanding and support by 
others. Many of Andrei and Mariana’s relatives live abroad 
and would welcome them to join them. The couple can’t build 
on the support of a sending church, either. “Most people in 
my home church do not consider that what I do is mission 
work,” Andrei says, “because I am serving in my own country.”

“It is challenging,” Andrei admits, “but we do see that God 
provides. We’re not starving.” Such needs and the thought of 
what they can offer their children – what education or future 
– sometimes tempt them to leave Moldova, but Andrei and 
Mariana are kept by a sense of calling, which is stronger than 
the challenges. They also know that faith is not a means to an 
easier life - though it does offer a final reward beyond 
imagination. “I’ve realised that He is the creator, and I am His 
creation,” Andrei explains when asked why he follows Jesus. 
“It’s a response to understanding who He is and who I am - 
and to the amazing promise of eternal life with Him.”
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Responding to a war next door

Though continually faced with the lure of moving to an easier 
place, one recent major threat did not have a similar effect at 
all: the war in Ukraine. The sudden outbreak of war came as a 
shock to Moldova and to Andrei as well. His home village is 
situated directly at the Ukrainian border, only one village away 
from the border crossing where hundreds of thousands of 
Ukrainian refugees entered Moldova in spring 2022 and 
where OM set up a tent to receive and care for these refugees. 
“I had previously been on a short-term outreach in a refugee 
camp in Serbia, but this was very different,” Andrei explains. 
“This was right at my home, at a border crossing I had myself 
used uncounted times. It seemed surreal and sometimes I 
asked myself if this was really happening.”
He admits to having felt fear – but not fear of war, but rather 
fear of the possibility of his country becoming isolated with no 
freedom or access to reliable news. “I could not imagine living 
in a place like behind the iron curtain in the past, or today in 
North Korea,” he confesses. However, despite the danger that 
threatened Moldova as well, he did not think of leaving. Being 
faced with the flood of refugees and their immense needs, he 
was eager to join the massive wave of help that was rising 
throughout the country.
Andrei, too, took his turns in serving at OM’s tent. However, it 
was especially his administrative skills and experience which 
were needed and proved valuable, as he coordinated much of 
the transport, accommodation and supplies for meeting the 
immediate needs at the border, as well as for housing hundreds 
of refugees at OM’s own buildings. Despite all the horrors of 
war, Andrei remembers this period with a sense of pleasure: “It 
was such a joy to see our small and poor country rise up and be 
able to support our neighbours – to see this huge desire to help 
despite fear, and how we managed to mobilise ourselves.”

There is a place for YOU!

What he experienced on that occasion, Andrei holds to be true 
about missions in general: “When you merely think about the 
possibility of going into mission, you may hesitate because of 
the idea of discomfort, simpler living conditions, being away 
from loved ones etc.,” he explains, “but only when you get there, 
you truly see both the need and what is being achieved; what it 
means for people to die in sin, but also the impact a ministry 
has. Often it’s only at this point that you find enthusiasm and 
motivation.” You can see that the conversation has hit a subject 
Andrei is passionate about. “You have no right to say this is not 
for you until you have at least tried it!” he exclaims and then 
adds: “There are so many different tasks and skills needed in 
mission, that surely there is a place for your abilities.”

Enable Moldovans to serve!

More than 70% of our team in Moldova are nationals, 
like Andrei and Mariana. We are encouraged by their 
willingness to stay in this country, when so many 
others seek a better life abroad, and to reach out to 
their own nation with the love and truth of God.

However, this also creates a significant challenge 
from a financial point of view. Just as OM’s ministry is 
entirely financed through donations and we 
continually need to trust God to provide money for all 
our projects, this is true for our workers as well. Due 
to the high percentage of national workers, as a team 
in Moldova our biggest financial challenge is ensuring 
that our workers have enough to live on. 

Moldovan OMers in particular find it difficult to raise 
the necessary finances each month. Their own 
churches are usually themselves struggling 
financially, and additionally may not regard these 
workers as missionaries, if they serve in their own 
country. Most of the personal support our Moldovan 
workers manage to raise comes from abroad, but 
there is still a huge deficit, even though most of these 
Moldovans already live on a very modest income.

Would you consider supporting a Moldovan OM worker 
financially? A monthly or other regular donation for a 
specific worker is the most helpful way to ensure this 
person can continue to serve with OM, but one-off gifts 
are also much appreciated.

Please donate to your local OM office and state the 
purpose as Moldova and the person’s/family’s full name - 
e.g. “Moldova, Andrei & Mariana Taranenco”

focus: Moldovan OM workers
When refugees flooded Moldova in early 2022, Andrei and Mariana helped at the border, 
while Andrei also coordinated much of the supplies and accomodation which OM provided.

Their work is often unseen, but without it our ministry would not be possible:

A Moldovan family serves their country through ordinary tasks done behind the scenes of our projects.

“There are so many different 

tasks and skills needed in 

mission, that surely there is 

a place for your abilities.”

Andrei and Mariana with their two children



Thank you for making it possible to impact people’s lives in such amazing ways, and for again helping 
us to provide aid for thousands of people this winter, through your prayers and generous donations!

Though winter is passing, opportunities to donate and to pray for people in need continue.
Permanent projects, like running an Elderly Care project or a Day Centre, require a continuous 

financial commitment, as well as support in prayer. These projects are the most effective in 
caring for the whole person with their physical, social, emotional and spiritual needs. A further 
advantage of these permanent projects is that through them we can offer employment and a 

small salary to the local believers who run these centres.

“Every time Catea visits me, I see God!” This is what a lady in a Moldovan village said 
about one of our team members, who goes to see her regularly. What an amazing gift it is 
when people recognise God through our actions and words!

For us, many such opportunities come through our relief projects. Moldova is among the 
poorest countries in Europe, and although there have been positive developments over 
the years, still a significant part of the population struggles to survive, and the situation 
has been aggravated recently by the nearby war and the energy crisis, causing living costs 
to blow up. Relief work is still very relevant, and we continue offering aid to those in need, 
especially during the winter months, when the situation is even more difficult, but also 
running projects all around the year, like our Elderly Care, offering a daily warm meal to 
old people in need, or Day Centres, where children from difficult backgrounds are taken 
care of in a safe place and receive food, help with homework, education and love.

These relief projects not only help to meet immediate material needs, ensuring survival, 
but they also have a spiritual impact. In each community this aid is distributed by local 
believers; Christ’s love is shared during each visit, and many recipients recognise the 
hand of God in the gifts they are offered. Even where no immediate effect can be 
observed, people often grow open to God over longer periods of time, especially in the 
permanent projects, where there is the time for true relationships to be built.

One example of spiritual impact of our Elderly Care projects 
is the case of a widow in her seventies, who about one year 
ago broke her leg at the hip, making her bedridden. At first, 
she hired a lady from the village to take care of her, but to 
her dismay, she noticed that many things were disappearing 
from the house. She was very happy to be then included in 
OM’s local elderly project, because she knows she can trust 
the worker who brings her food. Even though she still has 
difficulty moving, she now also finds great pleasure in 
coming to the Bible study meetings, which the church offers 
to the elderly beneficiaries of this project.

Stories of change also happen in our Day Centres. One boy used to be known for stealing 
and using terrible language – habits he had picked up at home, where both parents were 
using alcohol at the time. Attending the Day Centre, he began to change: He turned more 
serious, stopped stealing and generally became better-behaved. Seeing these changes, 
his mother started attending the local church that runs the Day Centre. The boy himself 
also participates in the church meetings on Sundays, seeking ways to actively help, by 
operating the computer or collecting money to help others in need with food parcels. He 
recently mentioned that he dreams of becoming a pastor of the church when he grows up.

OM in Moldova:

postal address:
Operation Mobilisation
C.P. 2366
2012 Chișinău
Republic of Moldova

www.om.org/md
e-mail: info.md@om.org
phone: (+373) 22 286855

OM International:
www.om.org/en

OM in the US:
Operation Mobilization
P.O. Box 444
Tyrone, GA 30290

phone: (+1) 770-631-0432
www.omusa.org

OM in the UK:
OM UK
The Quinta
Weston Rhyn
Oswestry
Shropshire SY10 7LT

01691 773388
hello.uk@om.org

Charity reg. No
   1008196 (England & Wales)
Company reg. No.
   2564320 (England & Wales)

contact:

Get involved:

PRAY for our ministries
or

GIVE towards a project
or 

GO - join a programme:

Love Moldova (2 weeks)

REACH (5 months)

We are also constantly looking for 
people to join us mid- & long-term.

Please contact your local OM 
office for more information about 
current needs and opportunities!

info & publications:

Check out our website for more updates 
and information: www.om.org/md

You can subscribe/unsubscribe to:

Ÿ “Moldova News” (3x/year)

Ÿ   Prayer Updates (2x/month)

Contact us or use the form on our website.

We’re also on facebook: @OMinMoldova

God becomes visible

leading a conference for our Day Centre and Elderly Care workers in autumn 2022


