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We want to see vibrant communities of Jesus followers among the least reached

Moldova News
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Young Moldovans step out of their comfort zone 

to reach their own country with the love of Christ.

Growing in courage

(p.6-7)

The “Hope Centre” in Chișinău helps Ukrainian   

refugees deal with their traumatic experiences.

Light into the darkness
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cover photo: A Moldovan OM team member shares the Word of God in a Moldovan village during a short-term outreach in the summer of 2022.

This summer we again received several groups for our “IGo” short-term outreaches, 
which we launched last year specifically for Moldovan participants. Trekking or cycling 

from place to place, they visited a total of 12 villages, running children’s programmes and 
doing home visits, as well as spending time in fellowship with local believers, whom these 
teams supported in the work of bringing the gospel to lesser-reached regions of Moldova.

Once more we saw how these outreaches are an effective tool for offering young 
Moldovan believers a first taste of missions and spark in them the passion and 

confidence to become involved in God’s work.

“I’ve always wanted to be part of something big that’s of use to humankind.” This is 
the reason one young Moldovan gave when asked why he signed up for an IGo 
outreach this summer. Not all the participants had the expectation to change the 
world; some sought a new experience or a good time with like-minded peers, but 
whatever their hopes for this time, these young Moldovan believers were eager to 
grow in their personal relationship with God and honest in their desire to be 
obedient to God’s call to share the gospel - even if they did not know how to do this.

“Although some had already been believers for a longer time, or had grown up in 
Christian families, many activities they were involved in during the outreach were 
done by them for the first time,” explains Călin, who coordinates this ministry and 
also joined some of them during their outreach. Several of the participants had 
never approached people to try to share the gospel with them, and the young 
people were especially impacted by home visits, even though these often proved to 
be a demanding experience. What do you say, as a young and healthy person, when 
you visit a bedridden lonely old lady and try to encourage her? However, they rose to 
the challenge. “It was great to see them take courage and just do things, and learn by 
doing so,” Călin said, “and they were also actively seeking to grow, approaching their 
leaders to ask for feedback or advice.”

Their courage was rewarded, as participants got excited about what they learned 
and were encouraged when they met people thirsty for God’s Word and 
experienced how they themselves were being used by God. “My hope and prayer 
before the outreach was that the message we bring would be received by people. 
Great was my joy when three people came to faith!” one of them said. Another 
expressed excitement about getting to use new skills when returning home: “During 
these visits I learned from [our OM team leader] how to open a conversation. I will 
use this so I can talk to more people about God.”
Participants testified that they had grown in their relationship with God during this 
time, because of setting apart time each day to spend with Him, both as a team and 
individually, and expressed their desire to continue these habits at home - to pray 
more or learn to know God’s Word better - but also to continue sharing Christ with 
those around them, having experienced that this, too, led them to discover more of 
God. As one of them concluded: “I have grown closer to Him, by serving people and 
showing them the love that has also been shown to me.”

After all, it is this that truly changes humankind: God’s love, shown in the many small 
acts of love done by ordinary people, who themselves have been transformed by His 
love and grow in closeness to Him.

Growing in courage

mobilising & equipping Moldovans

We truly never know what each season of 
ministry will bring, but we know God 
continues to be on the move through all the 
different opportunities and circumstances 
that come our way. Even though we haven’t 
been able to receive so many international 
teams joining us as in past years, we do see 
how God opened the door for a few teams 
who had a great impact on local people and  
Ukrainian refugee families that they visited 
and engaged with during the outreaches.

God multiplies when we least expect it. We 
experienced going from thinking we needed 
to cancel a programme, to having more 
participants than ever before for that 
discipleship training. The impact of these 
programmes goes even further than what we 
can read here. It is incredible to see how 
through the different discipleship courses 
God is raising up more Moldovan youth and 
internationals from several countries. After 
these training periods, many have a greater 
passion and heart for missions and share the 
gospel more intentionally in their own 
communities, further into unreached areas in 
their country and to other nations. 

It is also a joy to see new projects sprouting 
up, like the support and educational groups 
for mothers or the Hope Centre we are now 
partnering with to help reach Ukrainian 
refugees with physical, emotional and 
spiritual support and resources. 
 

For all we do, we pray that the seeds that are 
planted will continue to grow, leading to 
individuals, families and communities being 
transformed by the gospel. As 1 Corinthians 
3:6 says: “(One) planted the seed, (one) 
watered it, but God has been making it grow.” 

We are all invited and called to take part in 
different ways in God’s ministry among the 
nations. One prays, one gives, one disciples, 
one is sent - but God is the One who 
transforms lives and multiplies. 

Their courage was 

rewarded, as participants 

got excited about what 

they learned and were 

encouraged when they met 

people thirsty for God’s 

Word and experienced how 

they themselves were 

being used by God.

some of the young Moldovan participants during this summer’s “Impact” training course

For the last few summers, outward circumstances (Covid-19; war in Ukraine) 
led to significant changes in our summer programmes, as only few international 
teams were coming to Moldova. This pushed us to invest in and focus more on 
mobilising and empowering Moldovans to reach their own nation - a focus we 

want to keep, even while praying for peace and freedom of travel to also be 
able to welcome more people from around the world again.

Moldovans reaching Moldova

One of the new programmes we developed last summer is the “Impact” 
training: a 25-day-course for Moldovans, where they study God’s Word and 
topics related to their personal faith, learn about mission and ways they can 
share Christ and meet needs around them, and also have the chance to act on 
all this during short outreach experiences in their own country.

When we offered this training again this summer, we were at first uncertain if 
it would even take place, as just over a week before the start, we were still one 
person short of the minimum of seven registrations, which we needed to run 
the course. However, by the time the training started, the number of 
participants had grown to 20, and we had a fruitful and encouraging time with 
them throughout this course.

These are a few of their own reactions:

“Before coming here, I felt I was not doing anything good in the place where I was. For 
two weeks I was praying that God would send something into my life to change me. 
Then my sister suggested that I join this training, because she had participated last 
year and had returned very much changed and with a deep passion. I accepted her 
suggestion - and throughout this course God has been speaking to me in wonderful 
ways; I felt Him close in all I did; and I now understood how I can be of use also when 
returning to the place He has put me in.”

“This programme changes your life and way of thinking; it changes how you see God 
and the world. I now have a different view of His work, and I have remained with a 
strong impression of how desperately people need God, how important they are to 
Him, and how much it pains Him to see them living in sin.”

“Through this course I understood that the Great Commission is not only for pastors, 
missionaries or evangelists, but that every single one of us is called to mission work.”

“I was deeply touched by the work we were involved in and became eager to serve. 
I’ve also become passionate about seeing work started in my home village, where for 
more than five years there has been no church and no ministry of any kind.”

We praise God for these young Moldovans and their willingness to serve God 
and grow in the knowledge of Him. May their desire to serve stay alive in the 
midst of their ordinary lives, and their newly discovered passions and skills be 
used by God to draw many more people in this country to Himself!
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Reaching out to those in need

mission experiences 
for international groups

Due to the uncertain situation in Ukraine, we had only few international teams 
this summer - but those that did come not only supported local churches and 
church planters in reaching out to Moldovan communities with little exposure 
to the gospel, but also had the chance to get involved in activities to support 
Ukrainian refugees; and they saw God leading them to specific people in need.

A team that came to us from the US in early summer shared about a time when 
they were able to cook dinner for ten refugees: “We sat with one family that 
shared their story,” one team member remembers. “Their family was split up 
into three countries: some for work, some to get the granddaughter away from 
heavy bombing, and some staying back to keep their job in Ukraine. This broke 
my heart. We were able to talk and pray with them and they were so thankful 
for someone to listen and care. We tried to encourage them to pray and look to 
God for protection, comfort and direction for their next steps.”

Another time the team had set out to deliver food packages to refugees, when 
God directed them to a house they had not planned to visit. They found that the 
lady living there was a single mother who had just left her abusive husband and 
was trying to start a new life with her small daughter. One of the ladies of the 
team could relate to this situation. “I got to share with her about how I myself 
grew up in an abusive home,” she said, “and how God transformed my life and 
now I have the family I’ve always dreamed of, and my children have the father I 
never had.” She was convinced that God had wanted the team to stop there for 
a reason, to tell this lady that He saw her, He loved her and wanted to give her 
hope and a future. “She got very emotional, and we got to pray for her and her 
daughter. It was truly special to me personally.”
The team could share the gospel with this mother, besides leaving a food 
package for her, as it was obvious that they were very poor and really needed 
help. The team was amazed to see how God had led them to this family who had 
needed both material and spiritual support.

“It’s been amazing to see the Christian community in Moldova come together 
to receive people they don’t know and help them,” one participant concluded at 
the end of their stay in Moldova. “Seeing God at work in so many people that are 
going through such trying times made me want to pray harder to have God 
open my eyes to the people that need help in my community.”

We’d love to see YOU join us for REACH in Moldova and Romania!

30 Jan - 01 July 2023

www.facebook.com/reach.md.ro www.instagram.com/reach.md.rostm.md@om.org

REACH changed my faith and my relationship with God drastically. I’ve been a 
Christian my entire life, but looking back, did I even know what that meant?! 
Before REACH, I didn’t understand why Jesus was the way, the truth and the life, 
and how the whole world needs a saviour. REACH taught me the true extent of 
the gospel, and what that Good News really means for me! But it also taught me 
that there are billions of people around the globe that do not have access to 
anyone who knows God and who can tell them this life-saving news. I had the veil 
taken off of my eyes to the reality of our mission as Christians and how urgent this 
mission is. Thousands die every day without knowing the love of Christ.

REACH equipped me to grasp a full understanding of not only the gospel, but the 
whole theme of the Bible and God’s loving chase after humanity. Everything just 
clicked; themes I’d heard of for years, but never fully understood. The engaging 
lessons, simulations and activities that we took part in opened my eyes to the 
task that we have ahead of us, and also prepared me to actually go out into the 
world and put it into action.

Going on outreaches meant we put what we had learnt into practice, being Jesus’ 
hands and feet. Being taught how to evangelise was amazing, because it gave me 
practical ways to share the gospel with confidence. I never saw myself as an 
evangelist and my perception and judgement of evangelists was wrong. We are 
all called to evangelise, not just a ‘called few’. We not only shared love by sharing 
the gospel, but also in doing practical work, and experiencing what it’s really like 
to be ‘on the field’. We saw many life-changing and eye-opening things and saw 
God’s goodness flowing even in the darkest of situations.

I’ve never grown so much in confidence, by being pushed out of my comfort zone, 
but never being left to do it on my own. The staff were always walking through 
this journey of growth with us. God really worked through them to change the 
way I now live my life. Living in a Christian community with so many examples of 
people who love Jesus motivated me to strive for the same. Many of my lifestyle 
choices have changed since REACH, and I’ve picked up new healthy habits, trying 
to glorify God in every choice that I make and everything that I do. I love REACH!!

Despite changes because of the war in Ukraine, we were able to run the REACH 2022 training from January until 
June and were more than proud to see six out of the ten participants headed directly into missions of some sort after 
graduation, while all of them left feeling equipped and passionate about sharing God’s love with those around them.

“I’ve never grown so 

much in confidence, 

by being pushed out of 

my comfort zone, but 

never being left to do it 

on my own.”
Outreach teams were leading children’s 
programmes in villages or providing 
food packages while doing home visits 
to people in need or to refugees. Some 
also had the chance to care and pray for 
people arriving at the Ukrainian border.

Save the date!
Love Moldova A: 4-17 June 

Love Moldova D: 6-19 August

Love Moldova C: 16-29 July 

Love Moldova B: 25 June - 8 July(various outreach op�ons available)

summer outreaches 2023

This is how Jess (UK), one of these participants, describes the impact REACH had on her:

Whether you plan to go into missions abroad, are seeking God’s guidance for your future, or simply want to be be�er 
equipped for sharing Christ where you are - REACH will broaden your understanding and experience of how God can use you.

Transformation



Shining a light into the darkness

Since the influx of refugees into Moldova has decreased, we have also reduced our direct involvement at 
the border or our OM buildings. Now we mainly provide longer-term support, like regular food packages 

for refugees who have settled in Moldova but have no income, or we come alongside local initiatives that 
care for physical and emotional needs of refugees. One such initiative is the “Hope Centre” in Chișinău:

A Ukrainian lady writes what the Hope Centre means for her and her daughter:

refugee ministry

“[In such a situation of crisis and trauma], people first of all 

think of their survival - but once their urgent physical needs 

are being met, the emotional issues come up,” says Liuba, a 

professional psychologist, who addresses both of these 

areas of need by running the “Hope Centre”.

Liuba is a local believer with connections to OM, but also the 

founder and leader of a small non-profit organisation, which 

for the past ten years has focused on suicide prevention in 

Moldova. When the Ukraine war started, Liuba shifted their 

focus to include projects providing spiritual, emotional and 

physical support for refugees settling in Moldova. Providing 

aid packages for mothers with small children, they were able 

to start building relationships, which often led to deeper 

conversations and opened the opportunity to invite these 

women and their children to also come for counselling. Soon 

they started running scheduled meetings for psychological 

assistance and emotional support.

Now, about half a year later, with just three psychologists 

and several volunteers, this Centre has changed the lives of 

hundreds of refugees.

War; knowing their lives are endangered; staying in bomb 

shelters; witnessing killings; torture etc.: The traumatic 

events these women tell about are terrible - but it helps 

them when they are able to share their stories with others, 

who have gone through similar experiences. “Our trauma 

debrief mainly happens in group sessions for this reason,” 

Liuba explains. “There are many tears during those sessions, 

but they feel understood and supported by each other.”

Individual counselling brings other issues to light: Many deal 

with anger; or they feel guilt towards those who remained in 

Ukraine. Mothers are worried about their children’s 

development and the impact of war on them. Relationship 

issues appear when living in places and with people they 

have not chosen and may not be comfortable with; or 

between mothers and teenage daughters, when suddenly 

it’s only them alone in a completely strange environment.

“With those we are meeting on a regular basis, we can really 

see progress and change,” Liuba says, and remembers one of 

their first refugees: “This lady came a few days after her 

office in Ukraine had been bombed. At first, she was crying 

all the time; but she came regularly, and now she is even 

getting involved and takes responsibility for leading some of 

the work at our office.”

Involving refugees in the running of the Centre is another 

effective therapy strategy, as well as teaching them skills 

they can apply to themselves but also use to help others: 

guilt- and anger-management, self-care skills, how to listen 

well, conflict resolution; tools for helping children deal with 

trauma etc.

While continuing to assist families with food and hygiene 

articles, the main focus of the Hope Centre is psychological 

support. Even among those who only come to pick up an aid 

package, there are occasions for several really good 

conversations each day; and the refugees also feel 

supported through the fellowship they experience in other 

activities the Centre offers, besides counselling sessions: 

whether English conversation classes or various 

workshops; organised playtime for children; or emotional 

support meetings for teenagers, cooking a meal together 

and joining in discussions and various activities.

Additionally, an online community extends their reach 

beyond the physical area of central Moldova: Using a 

network of international counsellors working as volunteers, 

emotional support is offered online to refugees in other 

places and especially to Ukrainians still located in occupied 

areas of Ukraine.

Liuba emphasises that they bring the gospel into all of their 

activities and conversations and also offer Christian 

resources. However, it is very obvious that - more than 

anything else - it is these workers’ lives, their sacrificial 

investment and generous love, which gives the refugees a 

true picture of Jesus.
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At the end of March, I came to Moldova from Ukraine (Nikolaev), together 
with my 13-year-old daughter. My parents, our family, our house and our 
pets stayed in Ukraine. We left under shelling, which greatly affected our 
psychological state. After arriving in Chișinău, we became very withdrawn 
and practically did not communicate with others. I just wanted to cry all the 
time. It was hard for us to find people among the local population who 
could understand our pain and what we felt for our relatives and our home 
country. Who could support us, or even for a moment imagine what it is 
like to be left with nothing, in another country? In July, I was lucky to learn 
about this organisation, where my child and I were able to receive 
psychological help and support, which we had lacked so much. Here we 
also met people like ourselves, who understand each other, share their 
stories and support each other. At the Hope Centre we were given the 
opportunity to communicate with psychologists, who provided qualified 
assistance, for which we are very grateful. We can also attend group 
mentoring sessions or learn English. 
Another cause for gratitude is the fact that I was given the opportunity to 
do a job that I love and appreciate. They bought equipment and materials 
for me, and I was able to open my own manicure parlour.
My daughter now has friends of the same age, who understand her 
feelings and experiences, and who went through the same emotions when 
they left their homes and their country. My daughter meets her new 
friends on Saturdays, at the Centre's events for teenagers, where they take 
part in interesting activities, go on excursions and have a cheerful and 
active time together. Thanks to the Hope Centre, a smile began to appear 
on our faces again. Thank you very much for your help, your work and your 
concern for refugees and their children.

A smile returned to our faces

Partnership

In March, the Hope Centre for refugees started small: With a few donations from friends, Liuba and her small team began to offer baby 
food and diapers to refugees arriving with small children. OM started coming alongside this project, and through the generosity of our 
partners across the globe, we could provide additional resources: Initial funds enabled the Hope Centre team to renovate and repaint the 
room of a former Soviet library, turning it into a light and friendly space with seats for group sessions and a children’s play area, as well as 
storage space for the distribution of aid. Ongoing support helps to pay monthly rent and utilities, to offer a small salary to the counsellors, 
administrator and bookkeeper, and to buy the aid that is passed on to refugees. Additionally, as we at OM are ourselves preparing food 
parcels for refugees across Moldova and Ukraine, we also monthly offer a few hundred of these to the Hope Centre, so mothers coming 
there can get a supply of food for the whole family in addition to the items for infants, which the Hope Centre keeps providing.

“Once their urgent physical 

needs are being met, the 

emotional issues come up.”

The “Hope Centre” helps Ukrainian refugees deal with their traumatic experiences.

provision of food packages and of aid specifically for infantssmall group mee�ngs provide emo�onal support



In mid-September we started a new project for mothers of small children. At the 
moment we are running this at a church near Chișinău, but we plan and hope that it 

will be extended to other places across Moldova and become a useful tool for believers 
to reach out to their communities as well as invest in a healthy new generation.

The exorbitant price of gas causes great concern all over the country. Our regular winter projects will be 
even more desperately needed this year, but not only the poorest of the poor are affected. Many of our 
partners, like pastors or church planters, as well as team members, will struggle to cover their own basic 

expenses this winter. Also at our OM facilities, our current budget will not be enough to heat our buildings, 
which we need for administrating these relief projects and for hosting our scheduled training courses.

We appreciate your prayers for wisdom to use resources prudently, and we welcome financial contributions 
to enable us to keep our ministries running and ensure that our workers’ income is enough to live on.

In Moldova, mothers of smaller children, especially up to the age of three, often do not 
work but stay at home with their children. Many of these women feel lonely, tired and 
isolated from the rest of society. Besides, we can see that there is a general lack of 
information and knowledge about the development of children, and many common 
harmful practices are embedded in culture or passed on from dysfunctional families.

“Often the churches invest a lot of time and energy trying to help broken people in their 
process of healing and transformation,” says Ina, who leads this project, “but we want to 
support them in also knowing how to raise a new generation in a healthy way.” Ina and her 
team lead weekly meetings at the local church, inviting mothers from that church as well 
as from the community. The meetings last for about two hours and include activities for 
children and sessions for the mothers on topics related to raising children. The aim is to 
meet these women’s need for fellowship and offer them helpful teaching, as well as share 
the gospel and introduce local mothers to the church, allowing them to build 
relationships and get a more intimate glimpse into the lives of believers.

In preparation, to see how this project can be run in 
practice, we held some such sessions at our OM 
office during the summer. Although this trial run 
was attended mainly by mothers from our team, a 
few friends from a local church also participated. 
One of them was so impressed that she started 
taking a non-believing friend along. This friend had 
repeatedly refused invitations to church, but she 
was open for activities concerning her children. She, 
too, showed a very positive response to the sessions 
and gratitude to be offered this opportunity.

We pray that in the future this material which we can offer to churches will have the 
same effect in many places across Moldova, contributing to a healthy new generation 
and giving believers the opportunity of creating events to which they will be excited to 
invite others from their community.

OM in Moldova:

postal address:
Operation Mobilisation
C.P. 2366
2012 Chișinău
Republic of Moldova

www.om.org/md
e-mail: info.md@om.org
phone: (+373) 22 286855

OM International:
www.om.org/en

OM in the US:
Operation Mobilization
P.O. Box 444
Tyrone, GA 30290

phone: (+1) 770-631-0432
www.omusa.org

OM in the UK:
OM UK
The Quinta
Weston Rhyn
Oswestry
Shropshire SY10 7LT

01691 773388
hello.uk@om.org

Charity reg. No
   1008196 (England & Wales)
Company reg. No.
   2564320 (England & Wales)

contact:

Get involved:

PRAY for our ministries
or

GIVE towards a project
or 

GO - join a programme:

Love Moldova (2 weeks)

REACH (5 months)

We are also constantly looking for 
people to join us mid- & long-term.

Please contact your local OM 
office for more information about 
current needs and opportunities!

info & publications:

Check out our website for more updates 
and information: www.om.org/md

You can subscribe/unsubscribe to:

Ÿ “Moldova News” (3x/year)

Ÿ   Prayer Updates (2x/month)

Contact us or use the form on our website.

We’re also on facebook: @OMinMoldova

Valuing the work of mothers

activities with mothers and small children during the new project’s trial run at our OM office

special appeal - preparing for a difficult winter


